STUDY GUIDE
Prepared by Sheryl Bryant, Director of Education
An educational supplement to the live theatre experience of

THE CURIOUS GEORGE BOOK SERIES
The original CURIOUS GEORGE book series was written by Hans A. Rey who was also a cartoon artist. During his
childhood, Hans enjoyed living near a zoo in Hamburg, Germany. Unable to afford to go to art school and because of the
war in Germany, he moved to South America and sold bathtubs along the Amazon River. There he met his wife Margret who
joined him in writing the books. They went to Paris, France, on their honeymoon and decided to move there. While in Paris,
they published their first book, RAFFY AND THE NINE MONKEYS. Curious George was one of those monkeys. They
escaped from Paris on homemade bicycles just as Hitler was invading from Germany. They moved to New York City in
1941 and decided George needed a book of his own. Hans began drawing illustrations and stories about the loveable, but
very curious monkey named George. Hans sometimes drew himself, his wife, and his current dog into the illustrations. Look
for a black dog on a red leash. Mrs. Rey is shown with curly hair in a polka-dot dress with a white ruffled collar. Hans
pictures himself with round glasses, a pipe, and a drawing pad with pencils. After Hans’ death, Margret Rey and Alan J.
Shalleck adapted some of the Curious George books into a Curious George filmstrip series. Houghton Mifflin publishes the
books and in 2001 published a 60th Anniversary Edition of THE COMPLETE ADVENTURES OF CURIOUS GEORGE.
The Curious George series includes CURIOUS GEORGE, CURIOUS GEORGE RIDES A BIKE, CURIOUS GEORGE
GOES TO THE HOSPITAL, CURIOUS GEORGE GETS A MEDAL, CURIOUS GEORGE GOES TO SCHOOL,
CURIOUS GEORGE GETS A JOB, and CURIOUS GEORGE FLIES A KITE.

THE PLAY ADAPTATION OF CURIOUS GEORGE
Playwright Douglas Marr adapted this script from parts of three of the books: CURIOUS GEORGE RIDES A BIKE,
CURIOUS GEORGE GOES TO THE HOSPITAL, and CURIOUS GEORGE GETS A MEDAL. In 1992 the OMAHA
CHILDREN’S THEATRE in Omaha, Nebraska, did the first production of it after negotiating with the book publishers,
Houghton Mifflin books, for permission to adapt the three books into play form. In keeping with the spirit of the books,
George’s curiosity gets him both in and out of trouble. If George can’t get out of the trouble himself, his caretaker, the man
with the yellow hat, helps him out.
The following is a brief synopsis of how the stories are woven together to dramatize the play:
When the play opens, the man with the yellow hat has a present for George. It is a
bicycle. George curiously experiments with funny tricks he can do with a bike. The
newspaper delivery boy, Billy, happens by and shows George how to ride safely. The
mailman delivers another package for Curious George. This time it is a puzzle.
As George is playing with the puzzle, he gets curious about what the pieces taste
like. He puts one in his mouth and swallows it. When the man discovers that a piece is
missing, he thinks it is just lost. Then George develops a tummy ache. The man with
the yellow hat takes him to the doctor.
After an x-ray is taken at the hospital, the doctor knows that George has swallowed
a puzzle piece and must get it out of his tummy. George is taken to the children’s
ward where he meets some interesting children: sad Betsy, the Mayor’s daughter, and
Steve, whose leg injury has left him getting around in a go-cart. Soon George is entertaining the ward by dancing and
cavorting in the go-cart. After a hilarious accident, George is afraid he is in big trouble and runs away.
Then George wanders into a nearby science museum and tries to eat some of the fake bananas in the dinosaur
display. Then he breaks some of the displays. George is in trouble with the head of the museum, Professor Wiseman,
for his antics at the museum.
After some mistaken identity monkey business, the professor asks George to bail out of a space ship in flight. The
always curious George agrees. He does this brave, curious adventure. For doing this, Curious George is given a
medal and a hero’s welcome back to earth!

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS ABOUT CURIOUS GEORGE



What does the word “curious” mean? What are some things George is curious about? What are some things you
(the students) are curious about? Is it good or bad or both to be curious? Why do you think so?



What are some of the things that George does in the stories or the play that are not safe? What are some of the
things that the monkey could do to be safer?



When Curious George is learning about something new, he sometimes makes mistakes. This is bound to happen
and is a natural part of learning. How does George handle his mistakes and keep on learning? Who helps him accept
his frustrations? Who helps you (the students) when you make a mistake?



Is George a “bad” monkey? Why or why not?



If you were the man with the yellow hat, would you leave George alone by himself? Why or why not?

SCIENCE INFORMATION ABOUT MONKEYS
Research real monkeys. Examine pictures you find of them. Monkeys are primates
with flat, humanlike faces, relatively large brains, and grasping hands. There are
many varieties of monkeys. Some of them have tails that are able to grasp. Some of
them do not. (The Reyes always draw George without a tail.) Monkeys live
naturally in the rainforest where they eat the fruit and leaves that grow there.
Monkeys spend most of their time leaping around the tops of the trees in the forest.
Monkeys either have long arms that help them to maneuver through the trees or they
swing by their long tails. In the rainforests monkeys keep in contact with each other
by calling to each other. They also use their calling to warn other monkeys that
strangers are coming. Monkeys can be found naturally in Asia, Africa, and South
America. Monkeys can be seen here in the United States at zoos. Some people
keep monkeys as pets.

CREATIVE DRAMATICS ACTIVITIES
CURIOUS GEORGE’S BIRTHDAY PARTY
If the man with the yellow hat gave Curious George a birthday party, what do you think might happen? Imagine how George
would be with his presents. Imagine how George would be with his cake and candles. Divide the class into groups and have
each group act out what they imagine the party would be like. Have the students organize their scenes around the presents,
the singing of Happy Birthday, the candles and the eating of the birthday cake.

MONKEY SEE, MONKEY DO
This game lets all of the students imagine and imitate the movement of monkeys. It also gives students the opportunity to
lead the group in a movement or exercise. It gives the actors opportunity to act and imitate like the leader. The leader picks
out four students to do a movement or action that the students can follow between each chanted chorus. The game continues
until everyone has had a chance to be the leader of the monkey pack.
First teach the chorus of the chant with the students learning the actions too.
CHORUS:
Monkey see. Monkey do. (Students point to eyes on “see”. Point to another student on “do”.)
Monkey does it just like you. (Shake your pointer finger out on “just like you.”)
Monkey do. Monkey see. (Point to another on “do”. Point to eyes on “see.”)
Monkey does it just like me. (Use thumb to point to self.)
Now have all of the students think of a movement or action they can do when it comes their turn to lead. Explore some ideas
to get creativity started: claps, eat bananas, turns, tap toes, jump, scratch head, etc.
VERSE BY LEADER:
Everybody follow ____ ________.(say student’s name. That person leads and all follow.)
Everybody follow_____________.(say another name.)
Everybody follow_____________(another)
Everybody follow_____________ (another)
REPEAT CHORUS AND VERSE alternating until everyone has had a chance to be the leader.

WHEN THE LIGHTS GO OUT
(A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THEATRE ETIQUETTE)
Often Theatre for Young America is a student’s first introduction to live theatre. Part of
our educational mission is to give young people the skills they need to be good theatregoers. The following guidelines are helpful in showing courtesy to the actors and the
fellow theatre-goers and in creating a peaceful environment to enjoy the play.
The theatre is a special place and should be treated as such. These guidelines make sure that the
other audience members can hear and see and make sure that the actors and technical people can do their
jobs to make it a good play. The audience’s job is to watch, and listen and enjoy the play.
 Be prepared for the lights to go out at different times during the play. This is not to scare you or to fool you. It is a
signal that the show is about to begin or that time is passing or that the scenery is being changed or that the show has
ended. Sometimes it allows actors to change their costumes or the set pieces without the audience being aware of
what is happening. You can use this dark time to think about what you have just seen or what you might be going to
see. The red exit lights always stay on. The blackout will not last long.
 Please sit quietly and calmly. This shows that you have knowledge about the theatre and helps the actors and the stage
crew.
 Arrive at the theatre on time. Then way you can be in your seats and ready to watch when the play starts.
 Take care of restroom visits or getting drinks of water before the play starts.
 Sit quietly, keeping your hands and feet to yourself. Other people in the audience and onstage will be distracted if you
talk during the play. Also, stay in your seat because the actors will be using the aisles and rows for scenes.
 Turn off your cellphone so it will not ring during the play. Also, no photos may be taken during the play. The flash
disturbs the audience and the actors. You can take photos in the lobby.
 Laugh when the play is funny and applaud at the end when the actors take a bow. This is their
“curtain call.” It is good manners to applaud to let them know you enjoyed their show.
 There is a question and answer session after every performance at Theatre for Young America.
Students can ask a question about the actors, the scenery, the play, or theatre in general. Raise your
hand if you want to ask a question about the play. Speak up if you get called on so that everyone can hear
your question.
 Wait patiently when the performance is over for your turn to leave the theatre or exit. Theatre for Young America
actors can sometimes stay and shake hands at the end out in the lobby. If you wish to greet the actors, please do so.
Stay with your group as you return to your bus or car that brought you to TYA.
Consider what you can add to these guidelines. You may be able to think of some other pointers that audience members
need to know about. What can you add?

TO ASK AFTER ATTENDING THE PLAY:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

How was the play DIFFERENT from the books you have read?
How was the play THE SAME AS the books you have read?
What character did you like the best in the play? Why?
How did the actors playing the different characters use their voices, their bodies, and their imaginations to
make you believe they were the characters from the books?
What was the most exciting moment in the play for you? (The climax) Why?
If you could put on this play with your friends, what things would you change? Why?

